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TRUSTEES’  REPORT. 


To  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  the  Legislature  and  the  Massachusetts  Com¬ 
mission  on  Mental  Diseases. 

The  trustees  of  the  Wrentham  State  School  have  the  honor 
to  submit  their  eleventh  annual  report. 

Waiving  the  discussion  of  the  activities  of  the  school  during 
the  year,  which  indeed  are  so  fully  set  forth  in  the  report  of 
the  superintendent  as  hardly  to  call  for  comment,  the  trustees 
wish  to  present  their  view  of  the  place  of  the  Wrentham  school 
in  its  relation  to  the  Commonwealth’s  problem  of  dealing  with 
the  mentally  defective.  This  discussion  necessarily  broadens 
beyond  the  treatment  of  the  feeble-minded,  in  the  ordinary 
sense  of  the  term,  because  the  school  is  being  used  for  the  cus¬ 
tody  and  care  of  a  distinct  class,  the  disposition  of  which  is  a 
topic  of  urgent  consideration  at  the  present  time,  —  the  de¬ 
fective  delinquent.  That  this  class  is  misplaced  when  com¬ 
mitted  to  a  feeble-minded  school  is  acutely  realized  by  all  who 
have  concerned  themselves  with  the  matter,  but  seems  not  to 
have  come  to  realization  by  the  Legislature,  if  we  may  judge 
by  the  outstanding  fact  that  the  years  pass  without  the  pro¬ 
vision  for  it  which  is  clearly  indicated. 

Even  as  to  the  feeble-minded  of  the  kind  amenable  to  the 
helpful  care  of  a  school  the  Commonwealth  seems  to  have  come 
to  a  halt.  The  reasons  for  the  discovery  of  feeble-minded  per¬ 
sons  and  the  passing  of  them  to  an  institution  do  not  indeed 
need  to  be  discussed.  The  State  has  committed  itself  to  the 
policy  of  providing  for  them  in  what  it  has  done  in  the  build¬ 
ing  of  schools  for  their  care.  The  public  mind  has  arrived  at  a 
substantial  if  not  a  unanimous  opinion  that  such  provision  is 
sound  and  needful  policy.  The  removal  of  the  mentally  de- 
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fective  from  the  community  is  recognized  as  demanded  by  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  need  of  the  individual,  and  even  more  em¬ 
phatically  by  calculation  of  the  harm  that  results  to  the 
community  itself.  Particularly  is  it  seen  that  the  continued 
freedom  from  control  of  the  feeble-minded  girl  and  woman  of 
child-bearing  age  is  perilous,  and  is  inviting  the  rapid  accumu¬ 
lation  of  a  problem  to  harass  the  State  in  the  future.  The 
economy  of  the  policy  of  apprehending  and  controlling  those 
who  are  freely  producing  of  their  kind  does  not  rest  in  appre¬ 
hending  and  controlling  a  quarter  or  a  half  or  any  less  than 
practically  the  whole  of  this  part  of  our  population. 

Humane  consideration  might  stop  with  the  few,  on  the  ground 
that  the  State  had  gone  as  far  in  assuming  the  burden  as  its 
ready  means  would  allow;  but  the  actual  and  pressing  public 
necessity  of  stopping  the  increase  of  the  defectives  as  a  burden 
admits  of  no  partial  provision.  The  day  may  be  foreseen  when 
the  burden  will  lighten  if  now  adequately  dealt  with,  but  that 
day  is  not  only  postponed  but  put  beyond  the  reach  of  hope  if 
there  is  left  a  preponderance  of  cases  uncared  for.  That  is  pre¬ 
cisely  what  happens  when  present  accommodations  are  totally 
inadequate,  and  the  Commonwealth  takes  halting  steps  or  sus¬ 
pends  all  movement  to  extend  them. 

Bringing  this  estimate  of  the  State’s  duty  to  itself  to  the 
question  of  the  use  to  be  made  of  the  Wrentham  State  School, 
we  need  to  point  out  the  possibilities  of  its  further  employment. 
The  school  is  the  second  in  order  of  time  in  the  institutions 
provided  by  the  State  for  the  feeble-minded.  The  older  one  is 
physically  at  the  limit  of  its  growth.  There  is  a  younger  one, 
still  in  infancy,  • —  an  infancy  that  is  being  prolonged  by  the 
lack  of  steps  for  its  usefulness.  The  Belchertown  school  is  thus 
far  an  area,  and  no  more.  It  has  every  possibility  of  utility, 
and  inasmuch  as  we,  as  the  Wrentham  trustees,  have  been 
exercising  a  sort  of  trusteeship  over  it,  there  may  be  excuse  for 
offering  our  opinion  that  it  should  be  brought  into  service. 
Between  these  extremes  of  a  fully  grown  institution  and  one 
that  is  chafing  in  the  cradle  stands  the  Wrentham  school,  with 
its  500  acres,  its  many  buildings  and  its  inmate  population  of 
about  1,200.  No  one  at  all  conversant  with  it  would  say  that 
it  had  reached  the  limit  of  its  reasonable  development.  The 
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trustees,  most  of  whom  have  been  concerned  in  its  progress 
from  the  day  of  its  birth,  are  positive  that  it  has  a  physical 
foundation  just  about  two-thirds  built  upon.  With  its  funda¬ 
mental  cost,  that  is  to  say,  the  investment  in  the  land  of  its 
site,  already  assumed,  and  with  the  overhead  of  institutional 
direction  already  created,  the  obviously  practical  course  for  the 
State  is  to  bring  it  along  to  full  use.  While  the  further  develop¬ 
ment  of  Wrentham  should  not  be  regarded  as  an  alternative  for 
the  building  up  of  Belchertown,  it  is  certainly  as  clear  that  a 
suspension  of  growth  at  the  former  should  not  accompany  the 
movement  for  utilization  of  the  tract  provided  for  the  third 
school. 

But  there  is  another  duty  as  to  Wrentham  which  to  our  mind 
is  even  more  pressing  than  the  increase  of  its  accommodations. 
The  State  is  not  undertaking,  we  are  assured,  the  simple  corral¬ 
ling  of  the  mentally  defective.  It  is  undertaking  to  help  them. 
It  designs  to  make  their  unhappy  lot  in  life  as  little  unhappy 
as  it  may  be.  It  means  to  bring  their  limited  mental  and  in 
some  cases  physical  outfit  to  the  best  development  within  those 
limitations.  It  will  make  them  useful  to  the  highest  point  that 
they  may  be  made  so.  The  task  of  their  occupation  and  their 
training  to  the  furthest  that  they  are  capable  of  response  to 
training  is  inseparably  linked  with  the  duty  and  the  prudence 
of  their  detention  and  care.  Moreover,  recent  thought  is 
sharply  directed  to  the  possibility  of  their  individual  return  to 
the  community  at  the  moment  that  it  may  be  accomplished 
with  prudence  and  under  supervision  which  may  happily  re¬ 
place  custodial  restraint.  Hence,  the  school  must  be  not  wholly 
a  place  of  keeping;  it  must  be,  in  order  to  justify  itself  to  the 
State’s  legitimate  purpose,  a  place  of  training  and  of  develop¬ 
ment. 

The  conspicuous  fact  about  Wrentham  is  that,  even  though 
not  brought  to  the  bounds  of  possibility  for  growth  as  a  place 
of  assignment  for  the  feeble-minded,  its  capacity  for  housing 
the  persons  sent  there  has  been  expended  faster  than  its  capac¬ 
ity  for  the  right  dealing  with  those  who  are  committed  to  its 
care.  It  lacks  the  positively  essential  equipment  for  doing  the 
right  things,  the  clearly  indicated  things,  for  its  charges.  There 
is  no  place  for  bringing  together  indoors  the  children  as  a  whole. 
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The  value  of  their  assemblage  could  be  argued  in  detail  if  it 
were  necessary,  as  it  seems  not  to  be  because  it  is  so  clearly 
obvious.  We  are  taking  no  particularly  advanced,  certainly  not 
a  fantastic,  position  when  we  say  that  such  a  feature  in  the 
equipment  is  indispensable  if  the  school  is  to  perform  its  least 
debatable  function. 

Industrial  development  is  the  bright  hope  of  the  State’s  deal¬ 
ing  with  the  feeble-minded.  In  it  lie  both  the  happiest  use  of 
the  time  and  faculties,  whatever  they  may  be,  of  these  persons 
and  the  possibilities  of  lightening  the  burden  that  the  commu¬ 
nity  takes  up  in  their  behalf.  It  is  linked  with  the  preparation 
for  their  return  to  relative  freedom  in  all  cases  where  there  is 
hope  of  such  liberation.  It  commends  itself  at  a  glance  to  the 
most  casual  observer  of  the  situation.  But  Wrentham,  happy 
as  its  management  would  be  to  make  it  all  that  it  might  be 
industrially  on  both  humane  and  practical  grounds,  is  sadly 
handicapped  in  this  feature.  What  it  does  for  the  industrial 
training  and  employment  of  its  charges  is  done  in  the  dormi¬ 
tories  — •  always,  of  course,  excepting  those  occupations  that 
can  be  conducted  out  of  doors.  There  is  actually  no  industrial 
building  at  the  school.  That  there  ought  to  be  is  not  a  trustee 
opinion  but  a  clearly  indicated  public  need. 

We  have  to  revert,  for  purposes  of  emphasis,  to  the  presence 
in  the  school  of  a  large  number  of  inmates  who  are  not  the 
passive  sort  of  feeble-minded;  who  are  not  simply  handicapped 
by  mental  defect  but  who  are  actively  perverse.  The  feeble¬ 
minded  school  is  not  the  place  for  those  persons  in  whom  crim¬ 
inality  is  the  marked  feature  in  the  reasons  for  their  being  under 
public  control.  Their  presence  here  is  not  only  inconsistent 
with  the  purpose  for  which  the  institution  is  provided  by  the 
State,  but  is  positively  a  hindrance,  and  a  very  serious  one,  to 
the  legitimate  and  hopeful  work  of  the  school.  They  unduly 
absorb  attention;  they  require  an  extraordinary  restraint;  they 
are  a  disturbing  presence;  and  they  are  not,  of  necessity,  hav¬ 
ing  the  full  degree  of  attention,  which  in  their  case  means 
largely  vigorous  restraint,  that  the  complication  of  defect  and 
delinquency  demands. 

The  problem  of  the  return  to  the  community,  under  super¬ 
vision,  of  certain  of  our  charges  has  constant  presence  in  the 
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minds  of  the  trustees.  The  possibilities  of  the  out-patient  treat¬ 
ment  and  direction  of  the  feeble-minded  have  not  been  bv  any 
means  realized.  The  extension  of  this  activity,  which  has  been 
forcefully  stated  by  our  superintendent  and  endorsed  by  us  in 
previous  reports,  has  in  it  portents  of  a  much  larger  relief  of  the 
State’s  expense  for  care  and  of  a  possible  benefit  to  the  indi¬ 
vidual  charges.  We  urge  the  provision  of  the  means  to  make 
parole  a  growing  scheme  in  the  economy  of  this  part  of  the 
State’s  care  of  its  dependents. 

The  State  should  be  congratulated,  and  we  seem  to  be  the 
natural  congratulators,  upon  the  highly  successful  management 
of  the  Wrentham  State  School  in  the  hands  of  its  superintend¬ 
ent,  George  L.  Wallace,  M.D.  If  anything  more  is  needed  for 
your  assurance  as  to  his  grasp  upon  an  expanding  problem  than 
the  reports  which  are  yearly  made  by  him  we  are  glad  to  supply 
it  in  our  unrestrained  approval  of  his  management,  a  great 
feature  of  which  is  his  success  in  selecting  his  associates  on  his 
medical  staff  and  the  less  professional  but  highly  responsible 
workers  of  his  general  corps. 

ALBERT  L.  HARWOOD,  Chairman. 

ELLERTON  JAMES. 

GEORGE  W.  GAY. 

PATRICK  J.  LYNCH. 

MARY  W.  SCOTT. 

SARAH  LAWRENCE. 

HERBERT  C.  PARSONS. 
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SUPERINTENDENT’S  REPORT. 


To  the  Trustees  of  the  Wrentham  State  School. 

I  hereby  respectfully  submit  to  you  my  annual  report  for  the 
year  ending  Nov.  30,  1917. 

The  movement  of  the  population  has  been  as  follows:  — 


Number  present  Nov.  30,  1916,  . 

. 1,031 

Number  absent  Nov.  30,  1916, 

. 94 

Admissions  during  the  year,  . 

. 239 

Admissions  from  visit,  .... 

. 232 

Discharged, . 

. 79 

Died, . 

. 15 

Present  Nov.  30,  1917,  . 

. 1,162 

Absent  Nov.  30,  1917,  .... 

. 108 

Of  the  1,162  present,  500  are  males  and  662  females. 

The  deaths  were  from  the  following  causes:  bronchitis,  1; 
chronic  valvular  heart  disease,  1;  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  3; 
tubercular  meningitis,  1;  epilepsy,  2;  lobar  pneumonia,  3; 
amaurotic  family  idiocy,  1;  acute  intestinal  indigestion,  1;  ac¬ 
cidental  drowning,  2. 

Of  the  239  admissions  during  the  year,  the  following  table 
gives  the  ages  in  five-year  periods:  — 


Admissions  during  the  Year,  Dec.  1,  1916,  to  Nov.  30,  1917. 


Males. 

Females. 

Totals. 

Under  5  years, . 

8 

7 

15 

5  to  10  years,  . 

34 

27 

61 

10  to  15  years, . 

61 

32 

93 

15  to  20  years, . 

33 

23 

56 

20  to  25  years, . 

- 

8 

8 

25  to  30  years, . 

- 

3 

3 

30  to  35  years, . 

1 

- 

1 

35  to  40  years, . 

1 

1 

2 

Totals, . 

138 

101 

239 
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The  general  health  of  the  children  during  the  last  year  has 
been  good.  There  were  a  few  sporadic  cases  of  diphtheria,  but 
no  epidemics  developed. 

In  order  that  the  health  of  our  children  shall  be  the  best,  all 
preventive  means  known  to* medical  science  are  used.  The  chil¬ 
dren  have  free  exercise  and  play  in  the  open,  regular  hours  for 
meals  and  for  retiring  and  arising,  good  bathing,  warm  clothing 
and  plenty  of  nourishing  food. 

All  pupils  and  employees  are  required  to  be  vaccinated  at 
entrance  to  the  school  against  smallpox  and  inoculated  against 
typhoid.  The  Schick  test,  to  determine  those  subject  to  diph¬ 
theria,  is  being  employed,  and  when  the  cases  who  react  to  this 
test  are  ascertained  they  are  to  be  vaccinated  against  diphtheria. 

The  water  supply  is  of  first  quality  and  absolutely  controlled, 
it  being  on  the  school  property  in  a  remote  section  of  wood¬ 
land  one  mile  from  the  institution  buildings,  and  is  obtained 
from  driven  wells.  The  water  is  examined  at  frequent  inter¬ 
vals  by  the  State  Department  of  Health. 

The  milk  supply  is  produced  from  our  own  herd  under  the 
very  best  conditions,  and  is  also  pasteurized. 

The  care  of  our  children’s  teeth  is  an  important  matter,  and 
in  this  respect  the  children  have  been  well  looked  after  since  the 
opening  of  the  institution.  At  first,  when  the  population  was 
small,  a  dentist  was  employed  for  one  day  a  week,  and  later, 
as  the  institution  grew  larger,  for  two  days  each  week.  During 
this  last  year,  however,  we  have  found  it  necessary  to  have  a 
dentist  devote  his  entire  time  to  this  work. 

The  children’s  eyes  have  been  tested  and  fitted  for  glasses  as 
needed.  Any  necessary  nose  and  throat  work  is  also  being 
carefully  looked  after,  and  all  children  suffering  from  adenoids 
and  enlarged  tonsils  are  having  them  removed,  a  large  number 
of  the  children  having  been  operated  on  for  the  removal  of 
adenoids  and  tonsils  during  the  last  year. 

The  X-ray  is  used  extensively  in  connection  with  the  dental 
'  department  in  the  treatment  of  ringworm  and  in  all  cases  of 
doubtful  diagnosis. 

The  first  step  in  the  care  of  the  children  is  to  place  them 
under  the  very  best  physical  conditions  in  having  all  physical 
defects  removed  and  corrected  as  far  as  possible.  The  work  of 
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training  and  caring  for  the  feeble-minded  being  primarily  a 
medical  problem,  the  institution  is  divided  into  medical  dis¬ 
tricts,  each  district  being  under  the  immediate  supervision  of 
an  assistant  physician.  This  arrangement  places  all  the  chil¬ 
dren  under  medical  supervision,  —  in  the  schools,  on  the  play¬ 
grounds,  in  the  cottages  in  which  they  live  and  at  their  various 
occupational  activities;  in  fact,  the  daily  life  of  the  children 
is  closely  watched  over  by  a  physician. 

All  the  educational  departments  have  been  most  active  and 
well  co-ordinated.  The  school  proper,  including  the  regular 
day  classes,  music,  domestic  science,  physical  training,  wood¬ 
working  and  also  the  industrial  educational  departments,  with 
the  kitchen,  dining  room,  laundry,  repair  shops  and  farm  and 
gardens,  affords  training  for  large  numbers  of  the  children  along 
many  lines,  and  for  all  along  some  lines. 

The  surgical  dressings  department  has  been  added  to  our 
school  classes.  A  room  has  been  fitted  up  for  this  work  in 
which  one  person  is  employed,  and  a  large  number  of  our  girls 
pass  through  this  room  daily,  in  which  they  receive  splendid 
training  in  the  accurate  work  of  preparing  these  dressings. 
They  also  receive  in  this  room  that  which  is  more  important 
even  than  hand  training,  and  that  is  the  inspiration  that  comes 
to  people  in  the  doing  of  something  for  the  common  good. 

The  games  and  sports  of  our  school,  that  form  such  an  im¬ 
portant  part  of  our  work  in  being  the  cement  which  holds  the 
whole  fabric  together,  have  been  carried  on  with  the  same  in¬ 
terest  as  in  previous  years. 

The  general  parties  at  the  buildings,  the  dances,  moving- 
picture  entertainments,  birthday  parties  for  the  younger  chil¬ 
dren,  baseball  games,  croquet  tournaments,  picnics,  annual  fair, 
as  well  as  the  annual  celebration  of  Fourth  of  July,  Thanks¬ 
giving  and  Christmas  provide  something  of  immediate  interest 
and  entertainment  for  the  children  at  all  times. 

During  the  summer  one  teacher  devotes  his  whole  time  to  the 
boys’  playground,  and  during  the  vacation  period  we  have  a 
teacher  for  playground  work  with  the  girls.  These  teachers,  in 
specializing  in  the  playground  work,  have  been  most  helpful  in 
initiating  new  games  and  play,  and  directing  the  children’s 
interests  and  activities  along  the  line  of  healthful  sports. 
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The  Massachusetts  Commission  on  Mental  Diseases  requested 
that  our  institution  start  a  small  colony  on  the  site  for  the  new 
institution  for  feeble-minded  at  vBelchertown.  Accordingly,  on 
July  9,  we  transferred  eleven  of  our  boys,  under  the  care  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hawes,  to  the  site  at  Belchertown.  There  the  boys 
have  been  happy  in  the  novel  experience  of  colony  life  far  re¬ 
moved  from  the  parent  institution.  They  have  been  busy  in 
caring  for  the  property  and  in  harvesting  and  shipping  to 
Wrentham  large  crops  of  hay  and  apples. 

Many  important  improvements  have  been  made  during  the 
last  year.  The  playgrounds  have  been  improved  by  taking  out 
stumps,  filling  in  holes,  putting  up  additional  swings,  teeter 
boards  and  play  apparatus.  The  grading  and  seeding  around 
the  buildings  on  the  north  side  have  been  completed,  roads  and 
walks  built  and  a  road  built  connecting  the  farm  group  of 
buildings  with  the  main  institution;  also,  the  road  on  the  north 
side  has  been  extended  from  the  buildings  to  Shears  Street, 
thus  making  a  convenient  road  for  hauling  freight  and  coal 
from  the  station.  This  will  divert  the  heavy  traffic  from  the 
front  entrance  of  the  institution.  In  the  development  of  the 
north  side  of  the  grounds  an  out-of-door  training  yard  has  been 
provided  for  the  smaller  and  lower-grade  boys,  within  easy 
access  of  the  buildings  and  yet  in  a  quiet  section  of  the  grounds. 

A  first-class  storage  yard  near  the  power  house  and  carpenter 
shop  has  been  provided  in  which  are  stored  plumbing  and 
steam-fitting  supplies,  lumber  and  building  materials.  There  is 
also  one  section  of  this  yard  used  for  receiving  and  storing  the 
various  kinds  of  junk,  —  a  barrel  house,  a  compartment  for 
baling  paper,  and,  in  fact,  a  place  where  all  the  odds  and  ends 
and  leftovers  can  be  properly  stored  and  disposed  of. 

A  new  silo  has  been  built  and  filled  with  ensilage.  This 
makes  the  third  silo,  and  now  provides  storage  for  450  tons  of 
ensilage  at  the  milking  plant. 

Additional  laundry  machinery  is  being  installed  which,  when 
completed,  will  make  a  most  adequate  and  convenient  laundry 
plant. 

One  cottage  for  children  and  one  employees’  home  have  been 
opened  during  the  year.  The  cottage  that  was  designed  for  the 
accommodation  of  105  boys  has  been  opened  for  the  use  of 
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girls  until  such  time  as  the  girls’  building  now  under  construc¬ 
tion  is  completed.  The  reason  for  making  this  change  was  in 
response  to  the  urgent  demands  by  the  community  for  the  ad¬ 
mission  of  girls  to  the  institution  during  the  last  two  years. 

It  is  noticeable  that  adolescent  and  adult  boys  who  could 
not  remain  for  any  length  of  time  in  the  community  without 
becoming  troublesome  have,  since  the  beginning  of  the  war, 
been  able  to  get  work  and  retain  their  positions  fairly  w'ell. 
Such,  however,  has  not  been  the  case  with  the  girls  of  corre¬ 
sponding  age.  The  disturbed  social  conditions  of  the  community 
have  brought  these  girls  to  the  front  as  never  before,  and  the 
demand  for  their  protection  is  most  insistent.  This  is  rather 
suggestive  that  economic  conditions  that  may  prove  beneficial 
to  the  higher  grade  defective  boy  is  correspondingly  detri¬ 
mental  to  the  high-grade  defective  girl  in  the  community. 

Training  classes  for  employees  have  been  inaugurated  during 
the  year.  The  course  covers  a  two-year  period,  and  is  directed 
towards  giving  the  employees  a  thorough  knowledge  in  the  care 
and  training  of  mentally  deficient  children.  It  provides  a  the¬ 
oretic  and  practical  training  for  the  employees  which  is  going 
to  be  very  helpful  to  the  institution  in  the  proper  care  of  the 
children,  and  will  prove  equally  beneficial  to  the  employees 
wdiether  they  continue  in  the  service  or  engage  in  some  other 
line  of  activity. 

Clinics  for  the  examination  of  troublesome  and  doubtful 
cases  in  the  community  have  been  established  in  the  cities  of 
Attleboro  and  Brockton  at  the  request  of  the  superintendents 
of  schools  in  these  cities.  A  clinic  for  the  examination  of  chil¬ 
dren  from  the  community  is  also  conducted  at  the  school  every 
Wednesday.  Many  difficult  children  are  examined  at  these 
clinics,  and  the  parents,  guardians  and  teachers  are  advised  as 
to  the  best  methods  to  be  used  in  caring  for  and  training  these 
children.  This  is  one  of  the  ways  in  which  the  institution  can 
be  of  direct  service  to  the  community. 

The  practice  of  placing  out  in  the  community  selected  boys 
and  girls  has  been  carried  out  in  a  careful  and  conservative 
manner.  The  results  so  far  have  been  quite  satisfactory.  Three 
cases  have  been  returned  to  the  school  on  account  of  their 
needing  more  supervision  than  could  be  provided  outside  of  an 
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institution.  The  other  cases  are  all  doing  well.  Some  of  these 
cases  have  been  away  from  the  institution  for  two  years.  I 
believe  this  work  has  been  carried  on  for  a  long  enough  period 
so  that  it  need  no  longer  be  considered  experimental,  but  should 
be  recognized  as  an  important  department  in  our  institution 
organization,  and  at  least  one  employee  should  devote  her  entire 
time  to  this  extra  institutional  service. 

Dr.  Josephine  D.  Kable,  a  graduate  of  Tufts  Medical  School, 
1917,  has  been  appointed  assistant  physician.  During  the  sum¬ 
mer  of  1916  Dr.  Kable,  while  a  medical  student,  was  employed 
in  the  capacity  of  playground  teacher.  She  showed  rare  ability 
in  this  line  of  work  with  our  children,  and  this  fact  had  much 
to  do  with  her  appointment  as  assistant  physician. 

Dr.  John  A.  Nash  has  been  appointed  resident  dentist,  Dr. 
E.  W.  Gates  resigning  his  two  days  a  week  service  in  the  insti¬ 
tution  in  order  to  devote  his  entire  time  to  orthodentia. 

There  have  been  very  few  changes  in  the  personnel  of  heads 
of  departments,  and  therefore  at  times  during  the  year,  al¬ 
though  very  short  of  employees,  our  organization  has  been 
fairly  stable,  and  it  has  thus  been  possible  to  do  a  good  year’s 
service  in  the  care  and  training  of  our  children.  It  is  to  these 
devoted,  untiring,  unselfish  employees  in  the  care  of  unfortu¬ 
nate  children  that  I  wish  to  call  your  special  attention. 

In  closing  this  report  I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  your 
Board  for  the  excellent  counsel  and  guidance  in  the  many  com¬ 
plex  problems  that  have  arisen  during  this  active  year  of 
institution  work. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


GEO.  L.  WALLACE. 
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TREASURER’S  REPORT. 


To  the  Trustees  of  the  Wrentham  State  School. 

I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  finances  of 
this  institution  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Nov.  30,  1917:  — 


Balance  Dec.  1,  1916, 


Cash  Account. 


$4,900  35 


Receipts. 

Institution  Receipts. 

Board  of  inmates :  — 

Private,  ....  $547  70 

Reimbursements,  insane,  .  1,050  57 


Sales :  — 

Travel,  transportation  and  office 
expenses,  .... 
Food,  . 

Clothing  and  materials,  . 
Furnishings  and  household  sup¬ 
plies,  . 

Farm  and  stable:  — 


Cows  and  calves, 

$24 

50 

Pigs  and  hogs, 

56 

80 

Hides, 

15 

07 

Poultry, 

294 

98 

Sundries,  . 

109 

38 

$0  58 
3  90 
87  25 

1  32 


500  73 


Miscellaneous  receipts :  — 

Interest  on  bank  balances,  .  $103  26 

Sundries,  ....  163  56 


Receipts  from  Treasury  of  Commonwealth. 

Maintenance  appropriations :  — 

Balance  of  1916,  ...... 

Advance  money  (amount  on  hand  November  30) , 
Approved  schedules  of  1917,  .  $231,409  00 

Less  returned,  ...  6  62 


$1,598  27 


593  78 

266  82 

$4,658  75 
18,000  00 

231,402  38 


2,458  87 


254,061  13 


Special  appropriations, 
Less  returned,  . 


$5,000  00 
27  09 

-  4,972  91 


Total, 


$266,393  26 
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Payments. 

To  treasury  of  Commonwealth,  institution  receipts,  .  .  .  $2,458  87 

Maintenance  appropriations:  — 


Balance  November  schedule,  1916,  . 

$9,559  10 

Eleven  months’  schedules,  1917, 

231,402  38 

November  advances,  ..... 

10,424  91 

— 

251,386  39 

Special  appropriations:  — 

Approved  schedules,  ..... 

. 

4,972  91 

Balance  Nov.  30,  1917: : — 

In  bank,  .  .  '  . 

$6,321  64 

In  office,  ....... 

1,253  45 

7,575  09 

Total,  ....... 

. 

$266,393  26 

Maintenance. 

Appropriation,  current  year,  .... 

•  •  • 

$269,664  72 

Expenses  (as  analyzed  below),  .... 

. 

256,945  13 

Balance  reverting  to  treasury  of  Commonwealth, 

.  \  . 

$12,719  59 

Analysis  of  Expenses,  Wrentham  State  School. 

Salaries,  wages:  — 

Geo.  L.  Wallace,  superintendent, 

$4,000  00 

General  administration,  ..... 

19,338  70 

Medical  service,  ...... 

5,519  08 

Ward  service  (male),  ..... 

5,343  98 

Ward  service  (female),  ..... 

35,481  86 

Repairs,  ....... 

6,425  03 

Farm  and  stable,  ...... 

4,997  65 

Grounds,  ....... 

4,480  97 

$85,587  27 

Religious  instruction :  — 

Catholic,  .  .  .  . 

$530  00 

Jewish,  ........ 

216  51 

Protestant,  ....... 

520  00 

1,266  51 

Travel,  transportation  and  office  expenses:  — 

Advertising,  ....... 

$72  24 

Automobiles,  ...... 

1,385  00 

Automobile  repairs  and  supplies, 

1,370  66 

Postage,  ....... 

671  48 

Printing  and  binding,  ..... 

405  46 

Printing  annual  report,  ..... 

63  97 

Stationery  and  office  supplies,  .... 

755  68 

Telephone  and  telegraph,  .... 

668  05 

Travel,  ........ 

785  79 

Sundries,  ....... 

17  86 

Freight,  ....... 

22  44 

6,218  63 

Amount  carried  forward, 


$93,072  41 
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Amount  brought  forward, 


Butter,  ....... 

$3,086 

28 

Butterine,  ...... 

4,423 

74 

Beans,  ....... 

3,767 

82 

Bread,  crackers,  etc.,  .... 

111 

60 

Canned  soups,  ..... 

14 

98 

Cereals,  rice,  meal,  etc.,  .... 

3,337 

13 

Cheese,  ...... 

402 

86 

Eggs . 

5 

96 

Flour,  ....... 

17,815 

19 

Fish  (fresh,  cured  and  canned), 

1,958 

68 

Fruit  (fresh),  ..... 

1,575 

51 

Fruit  (dried  and  preserved), 

1,426 

05 

Lard  and  substitutes,  .... 

1,158 

78 

Macaroni  and  spaghetti, 

554 

62 

Meats,  ....... 

13,762 

49 

Milk  (fresh  and  substitutes) ,  . 

228 

54 

Molasses  and  syrups,  .... 

1,257 

64 

Peanut  butter,  pie  filling,  etc., 

.  '  124 

11 

Potatoes,  ...... 

2,588 

21 

Seasonings  and  condiments, 

712 

12 

Sugar,  ....... 

3,450 

73 

Tea,  coffee,  cocoa,  etc.,  .... 

898 

72 

Vegetables  (fresh) ,  . 

2,031 

41 

Vegetables  (canned  and  dried) , 

1,356 

38 

Yeast,  baking  powder,  etc., 

434 

54 

Sundries,  ...... 

64 

53 

Freight,  ...... 

529 

19 

Clothing  and  materials :  — 

Boots,  shoes  and  rubbers, 

$3,042 

02 

Clothing  (outer),  ..... 

1,793 

16 

Clothing  (under),  ..... 

393 

03 

Dry  goods  for  clothing,  .... 

6,701 

96 

Hats  and  caps,  ..... 

39 

17 

Leather  and  shoe  findings, 

796 

98 

Machinery  for  manufacturing, 

141 

74 

Socks  and  small  wares,  .... 

1,737 

04 

Sundries,  ...... 

9 

08 

Freight,  ...... 

58 

11 

Furnishings  and  household  supplies :  — 

Beds,  bedding,  etc.,  .... 

$1,162 

52 

Carpets,  rugs,  etc.,  .... 

99 

76 

Crockery,  glassware,  cutlery,  etc., 

1,074 

75 

Dry  goods  and  small  wares, 

645 

57 

Fire  hose  and  extinguishers, 

8 

75 

Furniture,  upholstery,  etc., 

1,422 

09 

Kitchen  and  household  wares,  . 

2,031 

59 

Laundry  supplies  and  materials, 

1,610 

83 

Lavatory  supplies  and  disinfectants, 

744 

66 

Machinery  for  manufacturing, 

56 

47 

Amounts  carried  forward, 
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$93,072  41 


67,077  81 


14,712  29 


$8,856  99  $174,862  51 
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Amounts  brought  forward, 

Furnishing  and  household  supplies  —  Con. 
Table  linen,  paper  napkins,  towels,  etc., 
Sundries,  ...... 

Freight,  ...... 

Electric  lights,  . 

Medical  and  general  care :  — 

Books,  periodicals,  etc.,  . 

Entertainments,  games,  etc.,  . 

Funeral  expenses,  .... 
Gratuities,  ..... 

Ice  and  refrigeration, 

Laboratory  supplies  and  apparatus,  . 
Manual  training  supplies, 

Medicines  (supplies  and  apparatus) , 
Medical  attendance  (extra), 

Return  of  runaways, 

School  books  and  supplies, 

Trunks,  handbags,  etc.,  . 

Sundries,  ..... 
Freight,  ..... 

Heat,  light  and  power:  — 

Coal,  ....... 

Freight  on  coal  and  other  expenses,  . 

Oil,  ....... 

Operating  supplies  for  boilers  and  engines, 
Sundries,  ...... 

Freight,  ...... 

Farm  and  stable:  — 

Bedding  materials, 

Blacksmithing  and  supplies, 

Carriages,  wagons  and  repairs, 

Dairy  equipment  and  supplies, 

Fencing  materials,  .... 

Fertilizers,  ..... 

Grain,  etc.,  ..... 

Hay,  .  .  .  *  . 

Harnesses  and  repairs, 

Horses,  .  .  *  . 

Cows,  ...... 

Other  live  stock,  .... 

Labor  (not  on  pay  roll) ,  . 

Spraying  materials, 

Stable  and  barn  supplies, 

Tools,  implements,  machines,  etc.,  . 
Trees,  vines,  seeds,  etc.,  . 

Veterinary  services,  supplies,  etc., 
Sundries,  ..... 

Freight,  ..... 


$8,856  99  $174,862  51 


770  92 
89  88 
156  78 
304  30 

-  10,178  87 

$439  86 
1,401  85 
212  06 
2  50 
185  09 
210  41 
520  33 
1,212  94 
185  00 
97  90 
673  59 
4  50 
14  20 
56  51 

-  5,216  74 

$16,905  31 
10,923  76 
102  33 
51  54 
18  29 
2  17 

-  28,003  40 


$487 

67 

389 

29 

364 

11 

131 

91 

231 

09 

2,022 

67 

12,845 

57 

3,929 

59 

402 

79 

631 

00 

1,122 

90 

291 

46 

105 

85 

328 

00 

30 

37 

1,318 

55 

1,139 

68 

138 

22 

15 

85 

227 

89 

26,154  46 


Amount  carried  forward, 


$244,415  98 
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Amount  brought  forward ,  .......  $244,415  98 


Grounds :  — 

Fertilizers,  .... 

$2  45 

Road  work  and  materials, 

156  00 

Tools,  implements,  machines,  etc., 

15  77 

Trees,  vines,  shrubs,  seeds,  etc., 

58  09 

Sundries,  .... 

32  56 

Freight,  .... 

1  83 

Repairs,  ordinary:  — 

Brick,  ..... 

$75  58 

Cement,  lime,  crushed  stone,  etc., 

355  95 

Electrical  work  and  supplies,  . 

308  87 

Hardware,  iron,  steel,  etc., 

1,433  85 

Labor  (not  on  pay  roll) ,  . 

225  26 

Lumber,  etc.  (including  finished  products), 

1,704  17 

Paint,  oil,  glass,  etc., 

1,999  54 

Plumbing  and  supplies,  . 

421  63 

Roofing  and  materials, 

211  67 

Steam  fittings  and  supplies, 

753  14 

Tools,  machines,  etc., 

213  08 

Boilers,  repairs, 

433  89 

Engines,  repairs, 

227  05 

Sundries,  .... 

2  34 

Freight,  .... 

101  78 

Repairs  and  renewals :  — 

Pulleys  for  speed  lathe,  . 

$25  97 

Proofing  box, 

98  73 

Material  for  cart  sheds,  . 

470  00 

Silo,  ..... 

249  00 

Ensilage  cutter, 

169  44 

Material  for  storage  sheds, 

325  00 

Electric  motor, 

265  09 

Steam  drying  tumbler, 

1,700  00 

Material  for  playground, 

265  43 

Painting  two  dormitories, 

225  99 

266  70 


8,467  80 


3,794  65 


Total  expenses  for  maintenance,  ......  $256,945  13 


Analysis  of  Expenses,  Belchertown  Colony. 


Salaries,  wages:  — 

General  administration,  ..... 

$139  79 

Ward  service  (female),  ..... 

203  50 

Repairs,  ....... 

84  97 

Farm  and  stable,  ...... 

493  86 

Travel,  transportation  and  office  expenses:  — 

Automobile  repairs  and  supplies, 

$8  53 

Postage,  ....... 

92 

Stationery  and  office  supplies,  .... 

12  11 

Telephone  and  telegraph,  .... 

1  83 

Travel,  ........ 

58  38 

» 


$922  12 


81  77 


Amount  carried  forward, 


$1,003  89 
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Amount  brought  forward , 


$1,003  89 


Food: — 

Butter,  ........  $32  16 

Butterine,  .......  27  16 

Beans,  ........  28  55 

Bread,  crackers,  etc.,  .....  4  99 

Cereals,  rice,  meal,  etc.,  .....  64  79 

Cheese,  .......  3  25 

Eggs,  ........  27  60 

Flour, .  139  62 

Fish  (fresh,  cured  and  canned) ,  ...  7  22 

Fruit  (fresh),  ......  1  88 

Fruit  (dried  and  preserved) .....  14  04 

Lard  and  substitutes,  .  .  .  .  6  75 

Macaroni  and  spaghetti,  ....  2  10 

Meats,  ........  210  56 

Molasses  and  syrups,  .....  21  93 

Potatoes,  .......  42  37 

Seasonings  and  condiments,  .  .  .  .  36  62 

Sugar,  ........  44  26 

Tea,  coffee,  cocoa,  etc.,  .....  6  32 

Vegetables  (fresh),  ......  55  10 

Vegetables  (canned  and  dried) ,  10  30 

Yeast,  baking  powder,  etc.,  ....  3  55 

Sundries,  ........  1  14 

Freight,  .......  104  50 


$896  76 

Less  fruit  sold,  ......  739  06 

-  157  70 


Clothing  and  materials :  — 

Boots,  shoes  and  rubbers,  .  .  .  .  $26  42 

Clothing  (outer),  ......  38  98 

Clothing  (under),  ......  12  83 

Hats  and  caps,  ......  1  00 

Machinery  for  manufacturing,  ...  35 

Socks  and  small  wares,  .....  6  88 

Freight,  .......  12  84 

- -  99  30 


Furnishings  and  household  supplies :  — 
Beds,  bedding,  etc., 

Carpets,  rugs,  etc.,  ... 
Crockery,  glassware,  cutlery,  etc., 

Dry  goods  and  small  wares, 

Fire  hose  and  extinguishers, 

Furniture,  upholstery,  etc., 

Kitchen  and  household  wares,  . 
Laundry  supplies  and  materials, 
Lavatory  supplies  and  disinfectants, 
Table  linen,  paper  napkins,  towels,  etc., 
Sundries,  ..... 

Freight,  ..... 


$121  53 
31  75 
64  14 
7  89 
30  40 
339  96 
386  99 
5  69 
2  96 
.  32  99 
4  95 
41  36 

-  1,070  61 


Amount  carried  forward, 


$2,331  50 
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Amount  brought  forward,  ..... 

• 

$2,331  50 

Medical  and  general  care :  — 

Entertainments,  games,  etc.,  .... 

$28  00 

Ice  and  refrigeration,  ..... 

19  82 

Medicines  (supplies  and  apparatus), 

90 

Medical  attendance  (extra) ,  .  .  . 

46  00 

94  72 

Heat,  light  and  power:  — 

Coal,  •••••••• 

$4  13 

Sundries,  ....... 

1  94 

6  07 

Farm  and  stable:  — 

Blacksmithing  and  supplies,  .... 

$6  85 

Carriages,  wagons  and  repairs, 

300  40 

Grain,  etc.,  ....... 

141  00 

Harnesses  and  repairs,  ..... 

185  45 

Horses,  ....... 

607  00 

Cows,  ........ 

300  00 

Other  live  stock,  ...... 

10  00 

Labor  (not  on  pay  roll) ,  . 

193  95 

Spraying  materials,  ..... 

8  80 

Stable  and  barn  supplies,  .... 

4  94 

Tools,  implements,  machines,  etc.,  . 

678  86 

Veterinary  services,  supplies,  etc., 

7  00 

Freight,  ....... 

38  05 

$2,482  30 

Less  hay  sold,  ...... 

289  60 

2,192  70 

Repairs,  ordinary:  — 

Cement  and  lime,  ...... 

$1  25 

Hardware,  iron,  steel,  etc.,  .... 

109  83 

Labor  (not  on  pay  roll) ,  . 

32  00 

Lumber,  etc.  (including  finished  products), 

29  30 

Paint,  oil,  glass,  etc.,  ..... 

3  71 

Plumbing  and  supplies,  ..... 

143  49 

Roofing  and  materials,  ..... 

2  25 

Steam  fittings  and  supplies,  .... 

20  49 

Freight,  ....... 

5  60 

347  92 

Total  expenses  for  maintenance,  .... 

• 

• 

$4,972  91 

Special  Appropriations. 

Appropriations  for  fiscal  year,  ..... 

$5,000  00 

Expended  during  the  year  (see  Belchertown  analysis) ,  . 

•  • 

4,972  91 

Balance  reverting  to  treasury  of  Commonwealth,  . 


$27  09 
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Resources  and  Liabilities. 


Resources. 

Cash  on  hand,  ....... 

November  cash  vouchers  (paid  from  advance 
money),  account  of  maintenance, 

Due  from  treasury  of  Commonwealth  from  avail¬ 
able  appropriation,  account  of  November,  1917, 
schedule,  ....... 


$7,575  09 
10,424  91 

7,542  75 

-  $25,542  75 


Schedule  of  November  bills, 


Liabilities. 


$25,542  75 


Per  Capita. 

During  the  year  the  average  number  of  inmates  has  been  1,073.82. 
Total  cost  for  maintenance,  $256,945.13. 

Equal  to  a  weekly  per  capita  cost  of  $4.6015. 

Receipt  from  sales,  $593.78. 

Equal  to  a  weekly  per  capita  of  $0.0106. 

All  other  institution  receipts,  $1,865.09. 

Equal  to  a  weekly  per  capita  of  $0.0334. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


GEO.  L.  WALLACE, 

Treasurer . 


Examined  and  found  correct  as  compared  with  the  records  in  the  office  of  the 
Auditor  of  the  Commonwealth. 


ALONZO  B.  COOK, 

Auditor. 
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WRENTHAM  STATE  SCHOOL.  [Dec.  1917. 


VALUATION. 

Nov.  30,  1917. 


Real  Estate. 


Land  (495  acres), . 

$39,250  00 

Buildings, . 

875,391  10 

$914,641  10 

Personal  Property. 

Travel,  etc., . 

$3,005  93 

Food, . 

10,185  55 

Clothing,  .  .  .  . . 

16,571  91 

Furnishings, . 

62,332  15 

Heat,  light  and  power, . 

5,755  00 

Repairs  and  improvements, . 

740  15 

Farm,  stable  and  grounds, . 

21,942  63 

Medical  and  general  care, . 

8,254  57 

Industries, . 

902  38 

$129,690  27 

Summary. 

Real  estate, . 

.  $914,641  10 

Personal  property, . 

129,690  27 

$1,044,331  37 
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